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Introduction

PROGRAM  SUCCESSES

The percent of cull sheep found positive at slaughter and adjusted for face color is 0.006 percent 
as of  September 30, 2012. This measure of prevalence has decreased 96 percent since slaughter 
surveillance started in FY 2003 (Chart 1).

During FY 2011, 15 new infected or source flocks in 10 States were identified. This represented a 
38 percent reduction in the number of new infected and source flocks identified compared to FY 
2010. As of  September 30, 2012, 8 flocks in 7 states have been designated infected or source in 
FY 2012; this represents a 47 percent reduction compared to FY 2011, and a 96 percent 
reduction compared to the peak in FY 2005 (Chart 2). 



SURVEILLANCE (Part 1)

Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) 

RSSS started April 1, 2003. It is a targeted slaughter surveillance program which is designed to 
identify infected flocks. Samples have been collected from 354,668 animals since April 1, 2003. 
There have been 461 NVSL confirmed positive animals  since the beginning of RSSS. As of  
September 30, 2012, 40,776 samples have been collected in FY 2012, 3,610  of which were from 
goats. Six RSSS cases have tested positive for scrapie in FY 2012 [5 black-faced  and 1 mottled-
faced sheep (10 – 40% black)].* The percentage of samples that have tested positive for each 
face color from FY 2003 through FY 2012 is depicted in Chart 3. Cumulative regional sample 
collection numbers are shown in Chart 4 and are based upon the state in which the animal was 
tagged. The number of animals collected for FY 2012 by month and by region where collected is 
shown in Chart 5.  A monthly comparison of RSSS collections by fiscal year is displayed in Chart 6. 
Chart 7 is a retrospective 6-month rolling average of the percent positive, black-faced sheep 
sampled at RSSS collection sites.

*RSSS positives are reported based on collection date and may have been confirmed after 
September 30, 2012.
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Surveillance (Part 2)

On-Farm Surveillance

Testing of animals in the field has always been part of scrapie surveillance (regulatory field cases
and live-animal testing). As the National Scrapie Eradication Program moves closer towards 
meeting the goal of identifying the last remaining cases of classical scrapie by 2017, finding and 
testing all sheep and goats meeting targeted sampling criteria is even more important. As of  
September 30, 2012, 1,045 sheep and 390  goats have been tested on-farm for FY 2012. Of 
those, 4 white-faced sheep (Finns), 1 hair sheep (Katahdin) and 10 black-faced sheep have 
tested positive for scrapie. These 15 cases were found as a result of RSSS trace backs and a 
suspect animal investigation. The number of animals tested on-farm by month and by species 
for FY 2012 is shown in Chart 8.

Total Animals Sampled for Scrapie Testing

As of  September 30, 2012, 42,211 animals have been sampled for scrapie testing: 40,776 RSSS 
samples and 1,435 on-farm samples [includes regulatory testing (necropsy and live-animal) and 
on-farm surveillance] (Chart 9). 
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Positive Cases and New Infected/Source Flocks

Positive Scrapie Cases

As of  September 30, 2012, there were 15 on-farm and 6 RSSS cases of classical scrapie 
confirmed by the National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) (Table 1)*.  Figure 1 shows all 
classical scrapie cases by source (RSSS or on-farm), species and state. Thirty-one cases of 
classical scrapie in goats have been confirmed by NVSL since FY 2002 (Figure 2). No goat cases 
have been reported in FY 2012.

Infected and Source Flocks

As of  September 30, 2012, there were 3 flocks with an open infected or source status
(Figure 3). In FY 2012, 8 flocks have been designated as infected or source (Figure 4) and 8 
flocks have completed clean-up plans and have been released (Figure 5). The ratio of infected 
and source flocks released to newly identified infected and source flocks for FY 2012 = 1 : 1. 
New infected and source statuses from FY 1997 to FY 2012 are depicted in Chart 2. 

* Samples collected between October 1, 2011 and September 30, 2012 and confirmed by October 
15, 2012. 
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Scrapie Flock Certification Program

As of September 30, 2012, there were 1,316 flocks participating in the Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program (SFCP). Statuses of these flocks: 688 complete monitored, 560 certified, 
51 export monitored, 10 export certified, and 7 select monitored (Figure 6). SFCP open statuses 
by fiscal year from FY 1997 to FY 2012 are depicted in Chart 10.

This report is based on information and test results available at the time of 
report generation. Numbers are subject to change due to later reporting of 
test results and updates in the database. 

This report is based on information and test results available at the time of 
report generation. Numbers are subject to change due to later reporting of 
test results and updates in the database. 

Introduction



* Through September 30, 2012—Adjusted to exclude multiple positive animals from the same 
flock. Does not include Nor98-like scrapie cases found through RSSS (2 in FY 2007, 1 in FY 2008, 4 
in FY 2010, 1 in FY 2011).

(Chart 1)
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* Through September 30, 2012

(Chart 2)
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* Through September 30, 2012—Adjusted to exclude multiple positive animals from same flock. Mottled-
and white-faced combined. Does not include Nor98-like scrapie cases found through RSSS (2 in FY 
2007, 1 in FY 2008, 4 in FY 2010, 1 in FY 2011). The slight increase in white- and mottle-faced sheep in FY 
2012 is not statistically meaningful due to sample size.

(Chart 3)
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* 40,776 animals sampled through September 30, 2012 

(Chart 4)
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(Chart 5)
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(Chart 6)
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* Through September 30, 2012. Includes only sheep with test results reported. Includes multiple 
positives from same flock.

(Chart 7)
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* Based on collection date of samples with final results.

(Chart 8)
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Number of Animals Sampled for Scrapie Testing
by Quarter

FY 2012*
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(Table 1)

STATE
SHEEP GOATS

RSSS On-Farm RSSS On-Farm

KY 1 1 0 0

MI 1 1 0 0

IN 1 0 0 0

OH 1 3 0 0

OK 1 4 0 0

PA 0 4 0 0

UT 1 2 0 0

TOTAL
ALL STATES

6 15 0 0

Classical Scrapie
Confirmed Cases in FY 2012 

As of September 30, 2012 

No Nor98-like cases reported in FY 2012
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Note: Field cases include animals removed from infected/source flocks, so state totals often 
include several animals from the same flock.

(Figure 1)
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(Figure 2)

Scrapie Cases in Goats FY 2002 – FY 2012 
As of  September 30, 2012

Type of 
Scrapie

RSSS 
Cases

Field 
Cases

Total

Classical 0 31 31

(Nor98-like) (0) (0) (0)

Total 0 31 31
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(Figure 3)

Open source flocks—3

Scrapie Infected and Source Flocks: 
Open Statuses

As of September 30, 2012
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New source flocks—7
New infected flocks—1

New Scrapie Infected and Source Flocks
FY 2012

As of September 30, 2012
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Flocks released—8

Released Scrapie Infected and Source Flocks
FY 2012

As of September 30, 2012



Scrapie Flock Certification Program: 
Participating Flocks
As of September 30, 2012

Total Enrolled Flocks—1,316
• Complete Monitored—688
• Certified—560
• Export Monitored—51
• Export Certified—10
• Selective Monitored—7 (Figure 6)
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* As of September 30, 2012

(Chart 10)
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